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Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. §1,111 Attorney Docket # A8645 / 

U.S. Appln.No.: 09/750,432 S1^9-99-134US2 

REMARKS 

Applicmt thanks the Rxaminer for acknowledging this divisional Application's claim for 
priority to U.S. Application 09/612,534, 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for considering the references cited with the Information 
Disc osure Statement filed December 28, 2000. 

Siatf/s of the AnDlication 

Claims 1-36 arc all the claims pending in tlie Application. Claims 1-36 stand rejected. 
Several of the pending claims are amended to correct typographical or grammatical errors herein. 
Thes? amendments are all intended to be non-limiting, so no estoppel should apply. 

Specification Objection 

The Rxaminer has indicated an objection to the specification on the Office Action s 
summary page. However, the Examiner has not indicated any particular objection to the 
specification in the detailed portion of the Office Action. Thus, Applicant believes that the Office 
Action s summary page is incorrect, and respectfully requests its correction. 

Indeiinitene}ss Rejection 

The Examiner has rejected claims 5-7, 10, 1 1, 17 J8, 29 and 30 under 35 U.S.C. § 112. 
sccord paragraph, as allegedly being indefinite. The infonnalitics noted by the Examiner have 
been corrected by clarifying, non-limiting, claim amendments herein. Thus, withdrawal of this 
rejection is respectfully requested. 
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Rejection Under Obviousness-Type Double Patenting 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1-36 as being unpatentable over claims 1-76 of US 

Appl uation No. 09/614,534 and claims 1-19 of U.S. Application 09/750,475 under the judicially 
creattid doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting. 

Regarding 09/614,534, Applicant respectfully submits that based on the present entry in 
the USPTO PAIR system it is believed that this reference was not invented by Applicant, nor is it 
assigned to the assignee of the present invention. Thus, no double patenting rejection in view of 
tliis /Lpplication is proper. To the extent that the indication of 09/614,534 may be a 
typographical error. Applicant widiholds further comment due to this rejection's provisional 
natur ^, 

Regarding 09/750,475, Applicant withholds further c<>mment due to this rejection'.*; 
provisional nature. 

Claim Refection 

The Examiner has rejected: (1) claim 1 under 35 IJ.S-C. § 1 02(c) as bcin^ imticipated by 
Poliz::i et ai (US 2002/0023158; hereinafter "Polizzfy, and (2) claims 1-32 under 35 U.S.C. § 
1 03(g) as being unpatentable over Polizzi. These rejections are respectfully traversed, at least 
because Polizzi does not teach or suggest "providing a port module to interface beUvccn the 
interface module and the data source," as recited in claims 1 and 14, and as similarly required by 



claim 25. 
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In FIG. 1 . which is cited by the Examiner (and reproduced 

to th.; right for convenience), Polizzi discloses a portal system 120 r'QJ- /Q^, 

where users 1 GO are connected tJirough network 1 1 0 and network ^ ' ' 

inter :ace 105 (which includes web client 1 15). In this portal 

system 120, service broker 125 controls access thereto, while 

service a^^ents 130 perform specific tiisks therein, such as 

operating as a name server or an authentication server (sec FIG. 2 

and i^ars. 0034, 0035 and 0036). The portal system 120 is 

connxlcd to back end databases 135, 140, 145 and 150 (par. 

0021). 

Additionally, Polizzi discloses a 
ntiorc detailed embodinnent in FIG. 2, which :.Q 
is reproduced to the right for convenience. 
Jn F13. 2, Polizzi discloses that service 
broktjr 125, inter alia: (1) controls access to 
portal system 120; (2) contiols dispositions 



^1 N, 



'I 



n/ 



of jobs to service agents in portal system 120; and (3) prevents users from determining the actual 
locat;on of the components of portal system 120. (pars. 0024 and 0036). 

In portal system 120 Job server 230 executes jobs, event scheduler 215 schedules such 
jobs, authendcation server determines if a user 100 should be granted access to portal 120, and 
name server 225 stores agent infonnation (pars. 0023 and 0024). A user 100 may create a job, 
and ii then may be stored in portal system 120 so that the user 100 may again run or edit the job, 
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or sc. other users 100 can run the job (par 0052). Further, this job can be processed by the portal 
sysu.. 120 either on an nd-hoc basi. or according to a predetcnnined .schedule by user reque.st 
(part. 0026. 0061). 

Thus, ia sum, Polizzi discloses a computer system that provides a general framework for 
storing and mnning jobs to present data in a formatted output for a user. Applicai^t respectfully 
subirits thai this syslcn, is quite different from the claimed invention, which is directed, inter 
alia, to the specific modular connections and relationships in a database manager. 
[ndet. en denl Claims 1. 14 and 2 5 

Applicant respectfully submits that Polizzi fails to leach or suggest a port module «'to 
interface bet^veen the interface module and the data source," as recited in claims 1, 14 and 25. 

Specilically. Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Kxaminer's position tliat the 
recited "port module," "mterface module" and "data source" are disclosed by agent, 130, 
netwcrk interface 105 and databases 135. 140, 145 and 150 of FIG. 1 of Polizzi, respectively. As 
discussed above, ageats 1 30 are stand aloae modules provided to perform .specific tasks within 
portal 120. such as operating as a name server 225 or authentication server 220 (FIG. 2, pars. 
0035 .«d 0040). Although agents 130 are disclosed as being capable of retneving data from 
databa.scs 1 35, etc. lor use in Iheir respective lasks. there ,s no leaching or suggestion that these 
agents 1 30 provide any "interface" between databases 135, 140, 145 and 1 50 and network 
interface 105. Rather, they provide only job results to service broker 125. 

Additionally, Applicant respectfully submits that PoH^ fails to teach or suggest: (1 ) 
"selectively estabH.hing an arbitrary set of user-sclecteble parameters to reflect a status of a 
connection between the remote application .^d the data source," as recited in independent claim 
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14; cr "a log file comprising parameters arbitrarily selectable by a user to reflect a status ol' a 

conntjction between the remote application and the data source desired to be monitored by a 

user, " as recited in independent claim 25. 

Specifically, Applicant respectftilly disagrees with the Examiner's position that these 
features are disclosed in par. 0061 of Polizzi. As discussed above, pan 0061 (along with pars. 
0052-0060) describe the attributes of a user-defined job which is stored in Polizsi y portal system 
] 20. In particular, par. 0061 describes how the stored job may be scheduled to run at a future 
time. However, this stored data describing a job is not equivalent to parameters that '*rcflect a 
statu:; of a comiection between the remote application and the data source," as recited in 
independcm chiims 14 and 25. Tlic user-specified timing of when to run a job does not define 
any particular status connection to databases 135, etc. or 200 etc. Applicant respectfully submits 
thcit tberc is no teaching or suggestion in Polizzi of any particular monitoring or ability to define 
a par.icular "connection** between a remote application and the databases 135, etc. or 200 etc., 
and as discussed above, no teaching or suggestion that a connection between a remote 
application and the databases 135, etc, or 200 etc, is ever provided. 

Further, Polizzi specifically indicate.*; that service broker 125 deliberately obscures 
mfonnation ab out its internal lunctions . e.g., which database 200, 205, 210 is used (par 0036). 
Thus, Polizzi teaches directly away from the provision of information regarding sptx;ific internal 
connections to its databases 135, etc. or 200 etc. 

Accordingly, for at least the above reasons, Applicant respectftilly submits that 
independent claims 1 , 14 and 25 arc patentable over the applied reference. Further, Applicant 
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respectfully submits that rejected dependent claims 2-13, 14-24 and 26-36 are: (1) allowable , 
has', by virtue of their dependency; and (2) separately patentable over the applied reference. 

For example, Applicant respectfully submits that the applied reference fails to teach 
suggest "selectively estabhshing a set of parameters to reflect a status of a connection between 
the remote application and the data source." as recited in claim 2, for at least the reasons 
discussed above with respect to independent claims 14 and 25. 

Further, Applicant respectfully submits that die applied reference fails to teach or 
-sugg^t: (1) "connecting directly the interface module and the p<.n module for communicating 
independently from the connection manager in subsequent communications," as recited in claims 
4, 1 5; or (2) thai "the connection module i:^ further configured to form a direct iutcrface between 
the interface module and the port module," as recited in claim 26. 

Specifically, the Examiner has cited no portion of Polizzi tliat discloses these features, 
and therefore has failed to provide the proper support for this rejection. Further. Applicant 
respc Jtfully submits that no support for this rejection can be found in Polizzi, as Polizzi never 
disclcses any direct conneeiion between network interface 1 05 (alleged by the Examiner to 
correspond to the recited "interface module") and agent 130 (alleged by the Examiner to 
correspond to the recited ''port module"). Rather, all ofthe disclosed embodiments of Polizzi 
show service broker 125 interposed between network interlace 105 and agent 130. 

Thus, Applicants respectfully request d,at the Examiner withdraw this rejection. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that claims 1-36 are allowable. 
Thus, it is respectfully subinitted that the applicarion now is in condition for allowance with all 
of the claims 1-36. 

If any points remain in issue which the Examiner feels may be best resolved through a 
pcrsoial or tdephone interview, the Examiner is kindly requested to contact the undersigned at 
the te cphonc number listed below. 

Please charge any lees which may be required to maintain the pendency of this 
applicatio]!, except for the fssue Fee, to our Deposit Account No. 1 9-4880. 

Respectful Ijiisiibmi Ited, 

SUGHRliE MION, 1>LLC ^f^~^- 

2100 1 ennsylvania Avenue, N.W. Registration No. 50,855 

Washmgton, D.C. 20037-3213 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

w>v5HfN<rrON OmCE 

23373 

CUJIVMCRNUMBfU 

Date: March 22, 2005 
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